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Sophie isn' t  about tc

miss Ashley's i l ,4ay DaY

celebrat ion,  an noLl  r r  ceci

on a charming vintage

chalk easel .  Gerbera

dais ies set  the mood

for a spr ing f l ing.

OPPOS TE:A{ter

Ashley reupholstered

the vintage sl ipper

chairs (snagged at  a

yard sale),  " l  l iked the

fabr ic so much I  bought

a coordinated pair  o{

st i let to heels!"
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WALKING THROUGH HER RALE GH, NORTH CAROLINA, NEIGHBORHOOD

six years ago, Ashley Carter saw a drab green f ixer-upper,  so t i l ted that i t

looked l ike a haunted house.

Having previously restored a battered bungalow to cream puff  status,  she

was no stranger to makeovers.  Always up for a chal lenge, she and her husband,

Graham, sold their  perfect  pad, bought the t i l ted terror,  and l ived in one room

for two years whi le they gutted and renovated the rest  of  the house, bui ld ing

an addi t ion of{ the back and adding a master bath.  " l  cr ied a lot  dur ing the f i rst

s ix months,"  she recal ls.

But decorat ing the place was easy, because Ashley designs for Goldbug

Studio,  her l imi ted-edi t ion gi f t  l ine inspired by fa i ry ta les and folk lore.
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LL F I  nanO DtOWn tvtUral to

g ass pinwheel sconces

create a fest ive v ibe in

the fami ly room. ABOVE:

Ashley wi th "my very

foxy husband,"  Graham

Fry.  Ashley's creat ions,

including a Good n'  Plenty

Faery Crown, BELOW,

couldn' t  be more di f ferent

from the folk and found

ahiart : r t  cha 6ni^\ i (

inc luding this paint ing by

Tom d.,  BOTTOI\4 RIGHT.

" l  tend to col lect  th ings I

personal ly can' t  create.  "
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In the guest room,

where cat Sydney (aka

"the Neighborhood

Anrbassador")  ru les

the roost,  a f i replace

mantel  stands in as a

headboard. A io i le-ancl-

parchrnent bal ler ina

dress form made by

art ist  Kim Perry dis-

plays Goidbug r ,vares.
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP

LEFT: Some of Ashley's t r in-

kets and treasures eventual iy

top the character pieces

she creates for  Goldbug,

but Ursula,  a one-of-a-kind

sculpture by local  ar t is t

Edi th Graves, " isn ' t  going

anywhere."  Goldbug's

"sl ight ly sel f -absorbed" gi f t

tags (such as "Gimmee!"

and " l  am Queen!")  add a

dol lop of  d iva to wrap jobs.

A bisque bal ler ina pirouettes

graceful ly.  A '40s paper

dol l  inspired Ashley's latest

bodacious Bel le,  the Cherry

Teapot Oueen. Watchful

cups sport  random sayings.

A carnival  lady-hal{  dol l

Srts atop an anttque toy dc.

cordion that actuai ly plays.

A bowl f rom a student craf t

exhibi t ion holds a pottery

pear f rom Ashley's s ister.

(JrrLr5r r  E:  I  ne narrow

ki tchen's bow-front cab;netry

invokes a '2Os gal ley sty le.  A

found object  t in f ish above

the vintage settee sports

coffee-can f ins.
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ABOVE LEFT: Ashley knows what makes a

fabulous party- fa i ry wings and gigant ic Rice

Krispie Treats.  Thanks to Graham, " the yard

looked as green as the l r ish countryside,"

Ashley says. ABOVL Graham. who owns

Winding Path Landscaping Company, used

rounded r iver rock {or the porch and walkway.

I t  lends the exter ior  a farmhouse {eel  and was

an al ternat ive to local  (and more rare) quartz

f ie ldstone. -FFT: Miniature party hat place card

holders dol led up with v intage t insel .
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THOUGH SHE CONSIDERS HERSELF "A STRAIGHT SHOOTER-A BLUE JEANS AND T SHIRT KIND

of gir l , "  Ashley suspects her ul t ra- feminine Go dbug pieces br ing her atent "gir ly- i t is"  to the surface. At her

studio several  mi les f rom home, there is no shortage of  g lded garn tJre.  " l 'm addicted ro sparkle,"  she

says. " l  l ike th ings that evoke a chi ld l ike mood."

The yln to her gl i t tery yang is the earthy fo lk art  she col lects.  " l  adore outsider art-whacky, unconven-

t ional  p ieces made with {ound objects and junk."  High y select ive,  she's a st ickler for  v ibrant color and

shape. And, as wi th her own creat ions,  a sense of  humor is a must.  Perhaps that 's why, in her quirky universe,

a f ly ing { ish wi th cof fee-car f ins,  a cherry coquette,  and a {urry love machine of  a cat  can coexist  happi ly.

With herfanci fu l  eye and chi ld l ike sense of  wonder,  who betterthan Ashleyto host a neighborhood May

Day soiree?
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' i : *BELOW: Cather ine,

Sophie,  and the gang

"were enchanted by

the party-when they

weren' t  whacking

each other wi th the

May poles,"  ,Ashley

says with a laugh.
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ABOVE: Butterf ly shortbread iced to rhe hi l t .  ABOVE RIcHT:

Roses sweeten a tabictop. Tie Oueen of  Confect ion,

RIGHT, s i ts atop a c lo i rC of  bonboi .s.  Avai lable in blond and

brunette,  she's t l re ul t imare i ree or cake topper and makes

a lovely party h.r t .  BETOW R GHT: As!r ley.  l rer  nrom, Pat ( in

green),  and neighbor ie igh Anre sport  May Day crowns.

BELOW LEFT: Guests Sophie,  Catherne, and Hazen st i r  the

birdbath sor-rp.  . - '
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